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SCHOOL PROFILE 2020-2021
“To prepare our students for the challenges of life”

MISSION
Our mission is to prepare students for the challenges of life and future academic work by instilling in

them:
•Self-esteem
•Academic Excellence
•Critical Thinking
•Celebration of Cultural Diversity
•Social and Environmental Responsibility

This is accomplished through an internationally enriched U.S.-style curriculum with high academic standards,
an internationally diverse student body, and an inquiry-based approach to learning.

ABOUT DISCOVERY
The Discovery School is a private, international non-profit school with a unique learning environment.

Founded in 1993, it is located in a purpose-built facility on the outskirts of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, in Central
America. With students from over 18 different countries, our diversity is one of our greatest strengths.
Approximately 56% of our students are from Honduras, 44% from the United States and other countries
around the world. We foster an appreciation and respect for diversity.

Facilities: We are proud of all that has been accomplished since the first year we opened. After renting
a facility in the middle of the city for several years, in 2006 the school moved to its new campus. The current
facilities consist of five sections: Secondary, Elementary, Early Childhood, Special Classes, and Administration.
There are special classrooms for Early Childhood and Elementary French, Art and Music, as well as a Computer
Lab, Science Lab, and Elementary and Secondary Libraries. Wireless Internet access is available on campus. In
addition, there is a cafeteria, a soccer field, an open-air gym, a basketball court, two play areas for the
younger students, and a green common area. The new school site allows room for expansion as the school
continues to grow. Our school was founded on the belief that small classroom sizes and hands-on learning
experiences are pivotal for meaningful teaching and learning, and this is an enduring principle that continues
to guide us today.

ACADEMICS AND ACCREDITATION
Our faculty is comprised of 31 full-time teachers, and over 65% of them hold a postgraduate degree.

Our school covers 36 weeks over two semesters, August-December and January-May with 180 days of
instruction, both on and off the campus. Students attend 50 minute class periods per subject. The average
class size ranges from 12 to 19 students with English as the main language of instruction.

Discovery School is accredited by AdvancEd (SACS-CASI). We offer an American curriculum based on US
standards for Kindergarten through grade 12. Our High School program, which incorporates the Advanced
Placement Program (AP), is university preparatory. The High School program is designated to provide a strong
academic foundation since 100% of Discovery graduating class pursue higher education in Honduras or
abroad.



Discovery School grants a High School diploma to students who have successfully completed at least
24 credits (grades 9th-12th). It also offers students the option of earning the national degree of
Bachillerato Internacional en Ciencias y Humanidades granted by the Honduran Ministry of
Education by completing additional credits. The Advanced Placement International Diploma (APID)
is also available for those students who meet the requirements. One credit is earned for each full
year course. One-half credit is earned for a semester course.

GRADING SYSTEM, GPA, AND RANKING
Discovery School uses a 100-point scale grading system for all academic subjects with a passing
grade of 70 (effective August 2013) according to the Honduran Ministry of Education. Due to our
small classes, we do not provide the specific rank of our students. The 2020 graduating class was
composed of 7 students. AP classes with a score above 80% receive a 10% bonus

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

The cumulative GPA of our students reflects courses taken at Discovery School only. Grades from
previous schools are not included. Discovery School provides the GPA on a quarterly basis in report
cards but is not published in the transcript. GPA is calculated on a 4.0 scale as follows:



SAT SUMMARY FOR THE CLASS OF 2020

AP EXAM RESULTS 2020

In May 2020, a total of 27 candidates took a total of 42 AP exams in 8 different subject areas. Passing scores
of 3 and higher were achieved by 93% of the students.

MAP TESTING
Research and data driven decisions have become an important part of our academic program. The
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) is administered twice a year to our students in Kindergarten through
Grade 10. This supports, guides, and validates our core curriculum. Since each test is tailored to the
student’s ability and level, teachers and administrators collaborate to reach individual students with
comprehensive and carefully planned instruction activities, and assessments. Students use their own scores
to develop personal goals and work towards achieving them.

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Our students are given opportunities to experience the culture and countryside of their host country, with
academic field trips and community service opportunities within Honduras. Due to the pandemic, this
school year we are offering the following virtual co-curricular activities: Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball, Math
Club, Operation Smile, Card Game, Audible Stories, Model UN, Art&Craft, Origami, Cooking, Book Club,
Karaoke, Dance Workout Club, Physical Training and Dance Class



HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS



UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES WHERE DISCOVERY SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED


